256                  THE WILL,  OR  OPTATIVE POWER.
The will should restrain the impulses which are inconvenient, which degrade their possessors and lead them into trouble and into sin. It may and should enter into a holy war with these, and check every actual appearance of them. This is the tempwantia to which the Greeks and Romans attached so much importance; the restraining of the lusts and evil passions, and subjecting them to law. By watching and resisting these evil propensities they may not be eradicated, but they will be regulated; instead of being masters they will become servants, allowed to act only by permission of their superior.
But these restraints will produce only a negative character, hard as the case of a shellfish. The will may also cherish all that is good within, and getting good from without, especially from above, may seek out fields for the employment of the faculties and affections, and devote them to benevolent ends. I hold that in this way a man may form his own character, morally, with intents and ends and practical working. I believe that every one who sets himself earnestly to accomplish this may to a great extent succeed. True, there will be occasional failures when he forgets to be watchful, but the wise man will thereby come to know himself better, and be ready to avoid temptations, and lay on restraints at the proper time.
All this is perfectly consistent with family peculiarities, the influence of outward circumstances being allowed to remain. One does not like to see every man aiming to be the same as every other, or indeed as any other man. We are pleased to see tribal and household traits; to see a Frenchman act like a Frenchman, and a Scotchman as a Scotchman, and an American as an American ; and to notice the effects of a man's training, and of the positions, favorable or difficult, in which he has been placed,